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Reflections on the Transforming Power of Merciful Forgiveness 
  
The Fifth Sunday of Lent, Year C, with Readings from Isaiah 43:16-21; Philippians 3:8-14; John 8:1-11 and Psalm 126! For 
parishes with RCIA candidates, today is their 3rd Scrutiny. The Gospel this weekend and last weekend are similar in many 
respects, in illicit activities and in merciful forgiveness. As we approach the holiest time of the year, God is transforming us by 
reconciling us to himself and giving us his merciful forgiveness. We might ask what transformation means. It is simply dying to 
something old in order to make something new. Newness of life is our target today as we approach the holy Week.  
 
What are the Lenten observances doing in your spiritual life? Are you getting transformed, in reference to today‟s Mass 
introduction? Healing and forgiveness are two transforming experiences in our penitential rites today. Are you experiencing them 
yet? The mystery of the Passover comes up in our First Reading again today. Recall that it was in our theme last week. Why do 
you think it is resurfacing? That show that the Passover is a very important event in the lives of believers. We pass over from 
death to life, from old to new, as it was for the Jews and for the prodigal son. As for Isaiah in today‟s Reading, he says that we 
must renew it in our lives. And God said: “see, I am doing something new! ..., do you not perceive it?” (Is. 43:19). The question 
for us this Lent is: have we Christians forgotten what God has done for us anew in Christ Jesus? According to the Book of Rev. 
21:1-4, we are the Messianic Israel, in the new Jerusalem, new children of God. If „wild beasts, jackals and ostriches‟ in spite of 
their proud natures honor God, (cf. Is. 43:20-21), why do several people nowadays not attend Church to honor God, we the 
messianic children of God? Where are our children, your sons and daughters of today‟s world?  Let us be realistic with the 
message of Scripture today. Where do your children worship? Many of you choose to be silent when it comes to the religious 
practices of your children, right? But should they miss to go to work one day, you panic. You then forget that they are adults who 
should determine their own lives. Listen! Although my younger brother is in his 60s, when I am home, I do verify his Sunday 
Mass attendance.  
 
Take a look at what St. Paul said in the first paragraph in today‟s letter to the Philippians (Phil. 3:8-11). We must all struggle hard 
to enter heaven, every one of us. It is not what someone else will struggle for you. But even in doing so, I must still become my 
brother‟s and sister‟s keeper. Do not leave your children or siblings behind. Unless you believed in vain. Surely, you do not want 
to enter heaven alone without your family and friends. I too want to fully attain the resurrection from the dead and life everlasting.  
 
The incident of the woman caught in adultery was a true story. But what about the man? Had he license to sin? The Lord caught 
the men in their hypocrisy. Neither did he say it was okay for the woman to commit adultery. Rather, “Go, and from now on do 
not sin any more.” (Jn 8:11). The Lord was not being judgmental, rather, he showed mercy and forgiveness. We must all repent, 
and be liberated from such enslavement to sin in all its forms. Sexual sin together with all concupiscence is engulfing the world 
until today. A sinful habit is very difficult to shake off from our system. That is why the Church gives us the Lenten Season for 
prayers, penance and meditation, that we may make Lenten resolutions to completely belong to Christ. Now is the acceptable 
time, to totally Passover to the redemptive side of Christ the Lord. 


